






































HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF BASTROP
VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN’S ACT (VAWA)

STATEMENT OF GOALS, ACTIVITIES, POLICIES OR PROGRAM

The Housing Authority revised the Admissions and Occupancy Policy for Public
Housing and the Administrative Plan for the Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher
Program on May 31, 2007 to ensure implementation of the Violence Against
Women’s Act (VAWA). Revisions to these policies ensure that:

• Being a victim of domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking, is not a basis
for denial of assistance or admission to public or assisted housing if the
applicant otherwise qualifies for assistance or admission;

• Incidents or threats of abuse will not be construed as serious or repeated
violations of the lease or other “good cause” for termination of the assistance,
tenancy, or occupancy rights of a victim of abuse; and

• Criminal activity directly relating to abuse, engaged in by a member of a
tenant’s household or any guest or other person under the tenant’s control,
shall not be cause for termination of assistance, tenancy, or occupancy rights
if the tenant or immediate member of the tenant’s family is the victim or
threatened victim of that abuse.

Activities, services or programs provided to child or adult victims of domestic
violence, dating violence, sexual assault or stalking:

1. The Housing Authority of the City of Bastrop provides referrals to the Bastrop County
Women’s Shelter dba Family Crisis Center. Services and programs offered by the
Family Crisis Center include:

• 24-hour Crisis Services
• Emergency Shelter
• Counseling and Support Services
• Information and Referral Services
• Transitional Housing
• Adult Violence Intervention Program
• Parenting Program
• Counseling

o Adult & Teen
o Teen Anger Management
o Self Help, Awareness and Positive Esteem
o Play and Art Therapy
o Counseling for children

• Crisis Intervention
• Community Education
• Violence & Abuse Prevention, Awareness and Advocacy

o Teen Violence Prevention Programs
o School-Based Prevention Programs
o Talking about safety with children



2. The Housing Authority has entered into a Safe Dwelling Cooperative Working
Agreement with the Bastrop County Women’s Shelter dba Family Crisis Center (FCC)
annually since 2006. Under this agreement, resources are leveraged to provide supportive
services for victims of family violence in an effort to help them acquire housing and
achieve self-sufficiency, as follows:

Family Crisis Center agrees to:
• Provide low income housing for up to 24 months for individuals that are homeless

due to their victimization from domestic violence and sexual assault; and
• Provide domestic violence and sexual assault resources and training to staff and

clients of the Bastrop Housing Authority by request.

Bastrop Housing Authority agrees to:
• Work with clients from FCC to help them acquire affordable, subsidized or

section 8 housing.

Bastrop Housing Authority procedures for notifying tenants of their rights under
VAWA:

• The Bastrop Housing Authority notifies tenants of their rights under VAWA at
initial lease-up and annual re-certification. Tenants are provided with Form
HUD-91067, Lease Addendum, Violence Against Women and Justice
Department Reauthorization Act of 2005.

• The Bastrop Housing Authority notifies tenants of their rights under VAWA at
any time there is an instance of domestic violence.
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Resident Advisory Board Comments

The Resident Advisory Board (RAB) met on June 1, 2010 where the 2010 – 2014 Five
Year and Annual Agency Plan was discussed. The concerns addressed by the RAB were
primarily related to physical improvements of dwelling units.

Specifically, they have indicated that many have fluorescent light fixtures needing repair
or replacement. They requested a covered bench for elderly residents at Riverview Plaza
and additional tree trimming/removal.

The Housing Authority has agreed with the requests and will incorporate these
improvements into its Capital Fund Program improvements.


